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IN HISTORIC HALLS

President McKinley Received by the
Massachusetts Legislature.

RECALLS STATE'S EARLY HISTORY

Fight fcr Liberty Begun There Still

Being Waged.

COMPLIMENTS MR. LONG

V.» 'ST' >N\ F< binary 17..President Mc¬

Kinley began what promised to be a busy
clay, much refreshed by the night's rest
after the fatiguing incidents of his visit
hen- y»*terday. He and the members < f
his party breakfasted soon after 8 o'clock.
At !»» '". escorted by the 1st Battalion of
f'avalry. tlie party started from the Hotel
Tourain f«»r Tr« mont Temple, in which
the- <A. R. encampment is being held.
The Pr- nt and his associates were re¬

ceived v. ith eht-^rs by the old soldi- rs.
Pr< si«;» »it M« Kinley was introduced and
made a bri« t' address, recalling the spirit
with whi« h they entered the war of the
rebellion and their loyalty and faithfulness
to the republic.
lb4 !*».[.. t. d to the stirr'ng seines of the

last ; \ wlii h. he said, he was glad they
had liv. l to s* .. and closed by suggesting
th the Spanish war veterans should be
ad nil»' ? 1 t«> membership in the CJ. A. R.

rj ;«? "i!gLesti»»n was recei\e«l with cries of
"Good." and applause.

In r- >pe:..-e to (-.ills. Secretaries Alger,
Long. liage and Smith spoke briefly, and
th. party th-proeecded to the state cap¬
ital to visit the legislature.

It«><.«>ption at State ll<»n«e.
!.' >ST< ».\. February 17..The; members of

th*- legislature gathered with unusual
promptness at the state house today in
anticipation of the visit of President Mc-
Ki: y. An hour before the time announc¬
ed t<'r hi*- arrival the corridors were throng¬
ed. and as soon as the balconies of tlie
hous- wt re opened the crowd pushed in
until ' very seat was taken. The entire
lion: was reserved ior members of the two
bra: s of the general court, the execu-

.;*. paunient and the distinguished
gUeSts.
Th President and his party arrived

P 1 at the time scheduled, and after
b» i:._ r« ceiv- d by Gov. Wolcott, under
r> -or: f Sergeant-at-Arms J. B. Adams,
th* party proceeded to the house. They
puss< . down the n ain aisle amid cheers of
all who arose the moment the
Prrsid»nt was announced.
President George A. Smith, for the Mas-

senate. welcomed the distin¬
guish..! gij. St in a brief address, and intro-

Wm 1 th< convention. As the Pres¬
ident arose wav«s of applause roll, d
:i:r -u'-'h hall and cheer upon cheer rang
out

\ddre*n of t!i«» Pr<*si«!«'ii t.
Wht n i: was possible for him to be heard

the Pre-;.but spoke as follows:
"Gentlemen "f the General Court: AI-

t gh limited for time, I could not deny
I the honor of a scepting the Imrita-

t.on offic ;a }y tended by joint resolution
of your honorable body, which I had the

;ir- receiving from the hands of
> ur extinguish,.! senior senator, GeorgeHoar, am »t indifferent to your, gen-
«.* '". > action, and it cannot be more sincerethan the feeling «»f pleasure which I have

mevf.nir tla senators and representa-
. S of th- great commonwealth of Massa¬chusetts.
am v a l t«i >.(-¦ in this ancient capitol.

»' re great public questions have had free
-..ussa.n. :i' re great statesmen, whose
m*-< live ir jr country's history, have

their training and voiced the en-
d pinions of th<_ ir countrymen.

J .
,!*h th" century you have chosen

.""'r 1 citizens to represent you in the
.' is ,,f th. nation through that great

r:'/Te."f,ry '",dy' of the-.1 Sates. \ u:i have chosen well, andleaders you have never lacked.
ItecnlU Illustrious \nmr>.

What illustrious men have thus borne!> commission .if the legislative body of
« >mm< »riwealth of Massachusetts Ad-

ams and PiCV rinx and Webster, Choatiand Ev r. i; arj.1 Wlnthrop. Sumner, Wilson
.in. a .I.it lis: Ik sides, illustrious In the
annals of your siatt. and the nation, and
t h-is" lut- statesmen.lloar and Lodsc^-iMorad everywhere f..r their distinxuisii-
f services to our comm in country.

It was in th.- Massai husetts house of
that John A. Andrew made

speech : human libcrtj which touch-h hearts of his feilow-dttaens and
great war governor. Nor.: l»iitt at one time th? speaker sll' " "gislative b.»dy was occupied> your former governor and representa¬tive in i.Tigress, th able Secretary of the.bdin I». Long, whose great depart-acnt has added luster to the American

¦a\> :.n,i sl.-ry to the American name. I..m e. L.i 1,,. ti,is historic Kround. It
i. i m.-m.T" ~ sa. red In American lif».It recalls the strunles of the founders <'fMassachusetts for liberty and independ-

-Their un« ifish sacrifices, their dauntless
are tie it spiratioi, <,f all lovers offf....n. eeerywhtre. Their lives and char-«¦ r reach :nto every American fi-.in. an.llu\e stimulated the best aspirations .fAmerican manhood. ^.rations of

The Home .f I.lherty.
. At the beirlr: irp of our national exist¬

ence, and even before. thi« w:ts the home
a-d fountain of liberty. It is the home of
liberty now. and 1 am sure that what those
great men of the past secured for us theywould have us trai.smlt not only to our de-
scehdams, but carry to oppressed peoples
whose Interests and welfare by the for-
t n^s of war are committed to us.
..We may re«rar»l the situation before us

r" a buni-n or as an opportunity: btit^¦liether the one or the other. It is here andconscience anil civilization require us tomeet it bravely.
Is r" an AmericanI.t lmt jh. rust, m of th. fath-

""l ht' thc practice of their

\\\\T \MKH1« \\ l'R«»TE«-TIO\.
Filipino Kitmllien \»k , olllr Ini<Ide

Llne» in Manila.
MA Nil.A. February 17. 11 ."<) a tn..Kx-

r.insul of the I'nited States O. F. WllliP.ms
is in receipt Of an IfplfcaUMi from a mem-
lK-r of the insurgent conKr,-ss at Malolos
for a pass through the American lines for
a family of twelve persons who are destr-
ous of taliinx refuse in Manila. This is re¬
garded as --.gjilflcant. as showing that the
most intelligent relxls realize that their
fainI'les ..re safe only within American ter-
ritorv
With the exception of a few shots tiredinto a small liody of rel»-ls who wer< at-

teuiptinst to destroy a railroad bridge nearCaloocan al: has been quiet alonx the line
I.as; nlsrht the heat affecteil th. men in
thc open country t<> seas* extent, bat other¬
wise the health of the troops shows a
marked improvement since the beginningcf hostilities.

DANGER OF FLOOD

The Long Bridge the Greatest Menace
to the City.

WEATHER BUREAU OFFICIALS ALERT

Citizens and MerchantsTaking Pre¬
cautions Even Now.

COM SI I SSI O NEKS' ACTION

A general thaw has set in throughout the
Potomac river region, but the weather bu¬
reau reports there is as yet no sign of the
flood which many believe will be a conse¬

quence of the melting snow. At Harper's
Ferry and Cumberland the ice in the river
holds fairly good, and until a break comes

in the headwaters Washington is in no

danger. It is argued at the weather bu¬
reau this morning that the ice in the river
will melt here as rapidly or more so than
in the upper region, and passing down and
out into the bay will make way for the
rush of fioes from above. The danger to

Washington is the possibility of the ice
from up-strcam banking against the Long
bridge, thus forming a dam. which would
turn the river from its course and into the
lower sections of the city. This is the fea¬
ture of the situation which is causing the
greatest anxiety. The merchants of the
city and the residents of South Washington
argue that with the bridge out of the way
a flood would be not at all probable.
Clearing weather, with the thermometer

r« mistering in the 4o\s. will prevail through¬
out today and tomorrow, assuring a grad¬
ual thaw which will not be dangerous. A
ri.<*» «»f ten or fifteen degrees in the ther¬
mometer and a bright sun might cause a
more rapid dissolution of the snow banks,
bringing about a rush of waters the river
fould not well carry off ami causing a
flood over the entire region. There is no
indication of abnormal warmth, however,
and no immediate alarm need be felt.

Early Warning Will He Given.
The weather bureau has posted agents at

Woodstock. Cumberland, Harper's Ferry
and other points along the upper Potomac,
who will notify the department here of the
slightest indication of flood conditions. The
weather bureau in this event would give
warning in ample time- a warning that
would prevent the loss of thousands of dol¬
lars' worth of property and probablv many
lives.
The river here was measured this morn¬

ing at low tide and found to be two feet
above mean low water. The danger line is
at s!x feet, so it will be seen there is but a
four-foot margin for the rush of waters re¬
sulting from the thaw. When the river
reaches slightly above seven feet the avenue
will be flooded and untold damage wrought
bv the waters. The lower portion of Wash¬
ington. which Includes nearly all of the
valuable business interests, is very low
comparatively and easily flooded.

To Destroy the Loiik Itriduc.
Should there "be a flood as a result of the

great storm through which this section of
the country has but recently passed, it will
develop, it is believed, within the next two
day--. Meantime the merchants are re¬
doubling their efforts to secure the consent
ol the government officials to it completedestruction of the Long bridge in case adisastrous flood seems imminent. A com¬
mittee. which called upon General Wilson,the chief of engineers of the Tinted States
army, was told that the matter of blowing
up or burning the bridge would have to bedecided by thi Attorney General. This was
very discouraging, as the citizens believeth the time needed for the routine refer¬
ences and the handing down of opinionwould be fatal. the flood, should there be
one. wreaking its awful damage long beforeth* opinion would be available.
n avenue merchants declare tlie gov¬

ernment would be justified in blowing upthe bridge for the purpose alone of pro¬
tecting the millions of dollars expended in
the reclamation of the Potomac flats, a
work which, they say, would be washed
away in the event of an ice dam at the
Long bridge. Other government propertywould b»* greatly damaged by a flood, it is
set forth.
The bridge is the property of the Penn¬

sylvania railroad, and in spite of its im¬
portance as the virtual connecting link be¬
tween the north and south, is one of the
most antiquated structures of its kind in
the whole country. It is the pathwav of
four trunk lines, and its value cannot be
overestimated. It is but natural that the
tailroad authorities should protest againstthe destruction of th. affair, an act which,while protecting Washington, would para¬lyze the railroad industries of the east for
a great while. A n< w bridge is but a mat¬
ter ol a few years, the citizens urge, on
the otner hand, and t lu y think now is the
time to do away with the old one.

MereliantM Taking; Precaution.*.
Merchants doing business on the south

side of0Pennsylvania avenue began today
to remove everything possible from their
c< liars in anticipation of an approaching
flood. The flood cannot be averted, they
declare, except through the destruction of
the Long bridg- and the immediate break¬
ing up of the ice in the river in this vicin¬
ity. .Mr. Frank Hume, who headed a com¬
mittee which called upon the District Com¬
missioners and the officials of the War De¬
partment yesterday, said this morning that
the situation in Washington is a serious
one. everything pointing to a flood.
Mr. Fisher of the Norris-Peters Engrav¬ing < ompanv, whose plant is on Pennsyl¬vania avi nue, said to a Star reporter thathe had ordt red 111»- cellar cleared of every¬thing movable. Water was already backing

up in his establishment and had reachedthe level of the ash pan of the furnaces,rh.s water, he declared, was the overflow
from overtaxed sewer pipes. Pumps wereat work all day. In the event of the slight¬est flood the fires would be quenched andthe shop would have to shut down.

. The Ice In the river must he broken at
once, said he. "and to do this the Com¬
missioners must employ some more power¬ful craft than tugbcats. Those little boatewill not do the work."
The Norfolk and Washington steamerNewport N. ws arrived tills morning after

a twenty-four hours' struggle with the iceIn the river.
I.etter to the Secretary of War.

The position of tlie merchants of the city
is best set forth in a letter which a com¬
mittee, compose.] of Messrs. Frank Hume,
N. li. Shea and Frank 1\ Mny, left at the
War Department yesterday. The commu¬
nication Is addressed to the Secretary of
War. and reads as follows:

1 tie undersigned, representing the mer¬
chants and business men doing business onboth sides of Pennsylvania avenue, tn thecit> of Washington, respectfully represent*"1. That the bridge known an the Kongbringe. extending across the Potomac riverfrom the south end of Maryland avenue tothe \ irgiui.i siioro. Is controlled and op¬erate.! by the I'er.r°ylvfuila Railroad Com¬
pany, under authority of an act of Con¬
gress. approved June ill, l\7o.

Th:>1 that part f the bridge which
spans the main channel .>r the river Is as
raw built, a stri..its obstruction to the freeHow of the river in the time of ih.od Re¬
ports have frequently been mad. to Con-
gics. calling attention to tills matter andmarly twenty years e.eo the board of engi¬
neers which recommended tile Improvement
of '.he river front called attention to the
necessity of rebuilding the structure withwider spans.

That freshets are liable to occur at
(Continued on Second PajgeJ

Kill-: It AM) HARBOR HIM,.

Appropriation Increased About
l>y Senate Committee.

The Senate committee on commerce to¬
day completed its consideration of the river
and harbor bill, the last act of the com¬
mittee bring the addition of the provision
for the construction of the Nicaragua
canal. The bill has not boon printed as

completed, and will not be in shape to be
reported until tomorrow.

laical A ppropriat ion*.
The river and harbor bill as reported to

the Senate today from the committee on
commerce contains an amendment appro¬
priating $2oo,oo<> for improving the Ana-
ccstia river and the reclamation of its Hats
in conformity with the project contained in
House of Representatives docum.-nt 87 of
the Fifty-fifth Congress. The amendment
for this purpose, as originally proposed by
Senator McMillan, carried an appropriation
of $4oo,ti00( but the committee eut this
amount in half.
The committee also increased from $50,000

to $100,000 the amount allowed by the
House for the improvement of the Potomac
river at and b:-low Washington city.

Senator Prye'n Summary.
Senator Frye made the following sum¬

mary of the bill: The increase in limita¬
tions on contracts is only in the important
harbors, as follows: New York harbor,
North channel to the ocean, through East
channel, together with Bay Ridge and Red
Hook channels, $0,50o,000 increase, provid¬
ing a depth of 40 feet and a width of l.ifoo
feet; Hudson river, increase $1,000.000; l-:ast
river, for the removal of rocks, $150,oOo in¬
crease; Baltimore harbor and Patapsco riv¬
er, increase $1,000,ooo; Delaware river and
Philadelphia harbor, to obtain a .'JO-foot
channel increase $1.00ftJ»00: Sandy Bay har¬
bor of refuge, Massachusetts, $l.ooo,trMi in¬
crease; Southwest Pass, mouth of the Mis¬
sissippi river, increase of $1,.">00,000 to make
a ;;r»-foot channel; Galveston to Houston,
Texas, increase <»f about $l,ooo.o<)0.
"The total expenditures in this increase,"

continued the senator, "will be spread over
two or three years, contracts being author¬
ized for the full amount of increases. The
House bill was decreased by striking out
sundry iu ir.s to the extent of over $2,400,-
000. The net increase for the next fiscal
year was about $2,400,000. and the net in¬
crease of continuing contracts to the ex¬
tent of about $12..*',00,000.
"The whole bill, exclusive of the Nica¬

ragua canal amendment, carries an expen¬
diture for the next year to the amount of
about $14,ooo,0<h», and for th« following two
or three years of about $2S.0<kmn)0, making
a total expenditure of about $42,000,000."

. » ¦«

Mil. CRAWFORD'S 1 I.I.\ ESS.

LyinK at the Point of Heath at the
Providenee Hospital.

Representative John W. Cranford of the
fourth Texas district is lying at the point
of death at the Providence Hospital in this
city. He has been afflicted with dropsy
since his arrival in Washington, and about
a month ago was moved from his hotel to
the hospital.
He has been steadily growing worse for

several days, and within the past twelve
hours death has seemed Imminent at any
time.
Mr. Cranford's wife died last October,

leaving four children, the youngest two
years old. The children have been with Mr.
Cranford in Washington since Congress
convened and are now at the Metropolitan
Hotel in charge of a colored nurse.
Mr. Cranford is thirty-six years of ageand has given promise of a notable career

in his state. He entered the legislature of
Texas when he was twenty-five years of
age and served six years in the state sen¬
ate. He is a lawyer and distinguished as
an orator.
Mr. Cranford has never fully recovered

from the shock caused by the death of his
wife, and his distress is believed to have
been in a large measure responsible for his
inability to resist the disease which has af¬
flicted him.

»_» ^

REPORTED TO THE IIOlSE,

The Senate Bill Providing- for a De¬
partment of JuMtiee ilnlldini?.

The House committee on public buildings
and grounds today reported without amend¬
ment the Senate bill appropriating $1,000,000for the erection of a building for the De¬partment of Justice.

THIS IS A DAM SHAME.

CLEAR AT HARPER'S FERRY

Four Inches q£ Snow and Some Rain Fell
Yesterday.

Hot !< It Ivors Are Open, lmt Sudden

Thaw Would Preeipitafe
Disastrous Flood.

Sp<'<-ial Fn-m a Staff Correspondent.
HARPER'S FERRY. \V. Va.. February

17..The weather conditions this morning
are favorable to a gradual disappearance of
the snow and ice. People who have lived
here all their lives are not the least dis¬
turbed over the condition of the rivers, ard
no dangerously high water is anticipated
A sudden change in the weather, however,

would change this condition of affairs.
Four inches of snow fell yesterday after
a fall of rain, but the weather cleared last
night.
The ice on both the Potomac and Shenan¬

doah rivers is about ten inches thick, and
there is now some little floating ice in the
water, but there is not enough of this to
cause any uneasiness.
A sudden thaw and warm rain, residents

say, would cause the worst devastation
ever heard of in this section, for there is
more snow in the mountains now than was
ever known before. Neither river is cov¬
ered with ice from shore to shore, and
there being more water in the river than
is usual at this season, the floating ice is
being carried away without much trouble.
This may affect the rtver below here and
may eventually cause trouble. People liv¬
ing along the lowlands are protecting their
stork and other property, fearing high wa¬
ter will trouble them during the next week.
Railroad men have been working night

and day clearing the snow from the tracks,
and this morning three heavy engines made
a start to take one car up the \ alley
branch. It. is thought they will not get
much beyond Charlestown, on account of
the heavy snow drifts.

Jt is impossible for country people to
travel, except over the railroad, between
here and Cliarlestown. There is a scarcity
of butter and eggs, but no complaint is
made of the scarcity of other provisions.
Dealers have not advanced prices.

BROOKS.

THE SENATE LIBRARY SITE HIM..

It Ik Proposed to Obtain an Agree-
Kiciit From Mr. Carnegie.

The bill pending before the Senate ap¬
propriating $250,000 for the purchase of a

site for the proposed public library is

meeting obstacles to its passage. Mr.
Chandler, when the bill was called up yes¬
terday afternoon, objected to its considera¬
tion because of features of the bill he did
not approve.
It is believed that his objections can be

overcome, in part at least, and that when
the bill is again called up it will be accom¬

panied by an amendment which will au¬

thorize the Commissioners, before they take
any action looking to acquiring a site un¬
der the provisions of the bill, to secure
from Mr. Carnegie an agreement to erect
a library building upon it. Mr. Chandler
is also disposed to object to appropriating
money for a site until Congress knows
just what site will be selected, but he may
not insist upon this objection. The bill
will be. called up in the near future by
Senator McMillan.

TO SEARCH FOR THE BULGARIA.

Tug Warrior Chartered to Go After
the MiMsing Steamer.

LONDON. February 17..The Hamburg-
American line has arranged to send the
powerful tug Warrior, now at Newport,
in search of the missing steamer Bulgaria
of that line, last reported In distress about
800 miles from the Azore Islands on Feb¬
ruary 5 by the British tank steamer Wee-
hawken, which landed at Ponta Delgada,
Azore Islands, twenty-five women and chil¬
dren taken from the Bulgaria.Ths officials of the iine are also negotiat¬ing for the charter of a second tug. now
on the west coast of Ireland, to be dis¬patched in search of the Bulgaria.

CONDITION OF OI II SOLD1EUS.

Reports of Generals Otis ami Brooke
to the War Department.

General Otis telegraphed the War De¬
partment as follows this morning:

"MANILA. February 17, ls<rt>.
"Adjutant General. Washington:
"First California.Wounded In skirmish

at Pateros, 14th: Private Harry Fawke,
C. cheek, slight; Corporal Oscar Nelson, C,
chest, slight; Private W. E. Cornish. H,
thigh, slight. Wounded from desultory fir¬
ing 15th and Kith: Private Howard M.
Holland, Company D, 1st Washington,
shoulder, slight; Ralph D. Winther, Troop
K. 4th Cavalry, arm pit, slight: Joseph .!.
Engberg, Battery H. i'»d Artillery, leg,
slight, accidental. Wounded in engagement
at Jaro. near lloilo, Island of Panay. Feb¬
ruary 12: Second Lieutenant Frank C.
Bolles, ISth Infantry, leg, severe: Corporal
Hugh Sparks, Company A, lsth Infantry,shoulder and lung, serious; Private Fred
Smith, Company A, lsth Infantry, leg,slight. OTIS."
The following telegram was received at

the War Department this morning from
General Brooke at Havana:
"Death report l."»th at Santiago: Private

William White, Company II, li.'5d Kansas,
consumption. BROOKE, Commanding.*'
(OMMEUCK COMMITTEE ACTS.

MearuKiui Canal Added to the River
and Harbor Hill.

The Senate committee on commerce de¬
cided today to put the Morgan Nicarauga
canal bill on the river and harbor bill.
The action of the committee was preced¬

ed by a brief argument by Senator Morgan,
in which he went over the general grounds
favorable to the construction of the canal.
He controverted the opinion that the ad¬
dition of the amendment would be detri¬
mental to the interests of the river and
harbor bill, and expressed a preference for
the river and harbor bill over the sundry
civil appropriation bill as a vehicle to
carry the canal bill. There was no pro¬longed discussion among the members of
the committee, and there seemed little di¬
vision of opinion as to the wisdom of at¬
tach] Jig the amendment to one of the ap¬propriation measures.
Some ot the members expressed the de¬

sire that the amendment should go on tot
sundry civil, but a motion to recommendthat it be incorporated in that measure was
voted down.7 nays to 4 yeas.Senator Nelson then moved the amend¬
ment to the river and harbor bill, which
prevailed.7 to 4.as follows:
Ayes.Messrs. Nelson, Berry. Penrose,McBride, McMillan, Klkins, Jones of Ne¬

vada. Senator Frye, chairman of the com¬
mittee. did not vote.
Nays.Cafferv, Mills. Pasco, Murphy.While Senator Caffery voted against the

amendment, he did not indicate any pur¬
pose to oppose the passage of the bill in
the Senate because of the incorporation ofthe canal provision. He joined with all theother members of the committee in the
vote to report the bill with the amendmentadded.

MAKING STEADY PROGRESS.
Another Session of the Joint Hi^li

Coin missifin.
The Canadian joint high commission was

in session at the Arlington this morningfor the usual length of time. There was
nothing whatever in the proceedings to give
rise to the be4ief that any disagreement had
been reached which would involve the dis¬
solution of the conference at this point. On
the contrary, according to one «f the Amer¬
ican commissioners, the commission is mak¬ing steady progress. The meeting todaywas adjourned until tomorrow. Mean¬while, the United States commissioners will
come together this afternoon for one ofthose councils which serve the purpose ofuniting the discordant elements in that rep¬resentation, and result in the presentationof a solid front on the other sido.Regarding the possible length of thepending negotiations, one of the commis-sicners said today that the work was pro¬ceeding without any reference to the ;arlyadjournment of Congress.
When asked if this attitude on the partof the commission was not an indication of astrong belief In an extra session of Con¬

gress, the memfojr referred to said that asthe final ratification of the tfeaty was a
matter of several months at Jeast, the ne¬gotiations would neither be has toned norretarded, regardliss of the probable ad¬journment of Congress.

OCEAN STEAMER LOST
Rossmore Abandoned at Sea in Sink

ing Condition.

CHEW RESCUED BY ROTTERDAM

Terrific Storms Reported by Of¬
ficers of Last Vessel.

STEERING GEAR BROKE

NEW YORK. February 17..The steamer
Rotterdam, which arrived teniay. reports
that on February 0, in latitude 0.33, longi¬
tude 48.20, she sighted the British steam< r

Rossmore, from Liverpool for Baltimore, in
a sinking: condition. The Rotterdam took
off all on board the Rossmore, forty-two in
all. including t ight cattlemen. Tho Rotter¬
dam stayed by the Rossmore for sixty
hours. Capt. Puncanson of the Rossmore
reported that nine nu mbers of his crew had
been taken off by the steamer Trojan be¬
fore the Rotterdam came up.
Tne Rotterdam, which is a tank steamer,

sailed from Rotterdam on January .4. OR
January 30 she encountered a fierce storm,
the wind blowing: with hurricane force all
that day and tho succeeding one. February
1 the woathrr was better, but on February
2 there was a recurrence of the storm with
even greater fury, and during its prevalenceth. bridge of the steamer was smashed and
mu' h damage was done on deck. On Feb¬
ruary 3 the storm moderated to a fresh
gale. and so continued until, as told abov.
the Rossmore, showing- signals of distress,
was sighted on February 6.

Story of the Wreck.
The story of the wreck of tho Rossmore

was told by her officers today. The steam¬
er left Liverpool on January 23 for Balti¬
more with a .-mall cargo of salt and china
clay. Almost from the outset of the voyage
©he encountered terrific galea and moun¬
tainous seas, which swept the decks and
caused considerable damage. On January30 a hurricane was met, which lasted twen¬
ty-four hours, the wind blowing In fearful
gusrs. January 31 the steering gear be¬
er me disabled and the steamer fell off in
the trough of the sea. rolling violently.One of the engineers had his collar bone
broken an;l one of the crew was badlybits. i about the legs. The damage to the
steeling pear was repaired* bat th< feubroke a second time, and after being re¬
paired again was a third time broken so
badly that repairs could not be effected.
These breaks occurred between February3 and I. when the gale. after once subsid¬

ing, had again assumed hurricane propor¬tions. The vessel was so pounded by the
terrific seas that Captain Duncanson de¬
cided that ho would abandon her on the
first opportunity. February f, the British
steamer Trojan, from Newport News forGlasgow, hove in sight, and In answer tosignals took out the first and third officersand seven cattlemen and firemen, nine inal!, but the weather condition prevailingat the time prevented a further rescue.

The Kotterdnm Appear*.
T he same day the Rotterdam bore down,

and although the gale was blowing fu¬
riously succeeded in taking out twenty-three of the Rossmore crew. The Rotter¬
dam stood by sixty hours befor the final
rescue was effected. On February s the
remainder of tlie crow, nineteen in num-bei. were taken olf the vessel, and theRossmore was abandoned. Captain Dun-canson says that the Rossmore strainedand labored so vfok ntly In the tremendoussead that she started a teak which couldnot be stopped, and that when abandonedconsiderable water was in the holds.

COlt.MSH FLAT1.V C'OVUt A lilt 'TED.
Witneftften In (lie \dam« PolMoniiiK« a*e Discredit the Athlete.
NEW YORK. February 17..The after¬

noon session yesterday at the inquest into
the death by poison of Mrs. Kate J. Adams
was taken up with the*evidence given byAssistant District Attorney Mclntyre, sev¬
eral policemen who were connected in one
way or another with the case, and <ieorgeA. Salmon, athletic director at Cutler's
school. Harry S. Cornish's statement that
the idea that a crini.' had be« n committed
had not occurred to him until two or three
days after the death of Airs. Adams was
contradicted by Mr. Mclntyre. as it hadpreviously been contradicted by Drs. Hitch¬cock and Potter.
Mr. Salmon testified that Cornish hadshown him at the Knickerbocker AthleticClub the box containing the bottle of poi¬son. saying: "See what a nice Christmas

present some one has suit me." "He had
no especial reason for showing it to me,"said Salmon, "and I don't know why hedid." The witness also said that tinenmity existing betw. n Con ish and Bar-net was common talk among members ofthe club.

a v;i;m;hois spamsh t vptaiv.

Saved \ ineriean Sailor** ami Would
No Remuneration.

The bureau of navigation. Treasury De¬
partment, is informed that the British am¬
bassador in Madrid has reported to the
Marquis of Salisbury the circumstances at¬
tending the loss of the American bark Evie
Reed of Bath, Me., master John D. Street-
man, which foundered at sta on the 2d of
December last. The master and crew of
the vessel were landed on the 31st of De¬
cember at Corunna by the Spanish barken-
tinc Gabriel, which vessel saved them onthe 4th of that month. Don Petro PagesG. Millet, the master of the Gabriel, who
appears also to be sole owner, refused toaccept from Captain Talbot, the Britishconsul at Corunna. even though pressed,any remuneration for the expenses incurredby him for the maintenance of the crew ofthe foundered vessel. Being in charge ofthe interests of the I nited States, CaptainTalbot thanked Don Petro for his gener¬osity in the name of the United States gov¬ernment.
Captain Talbot states "that ihe crew ofthe Evie Reed, including the master, num¬bered ten. They were on board the Ga¬briel, of only 240 tons burden, duringtwenty-six days and were very well treat¬ed, so that under ordinary circumstancesDon Petro Pages' conduct would be de¬serving of recognition; but when the nat¬urally antipathetic feeling which existed atthe time between the Spanish and theAmerican peoples is borne in mind his gen¬erosity seems to be worthy of great praise.The master of the Evie Reed and hiscrew had nothing but the clothes theystood in, and were completely destitute onlanding at Corunna. Her majesty's consultherefore provided them with clothing andwith board and lodging pending an oppor¬tunity of sending them to Liverpool, anddrew on the British embassy for the fundsrequired to relieve the destitute crew.

Aoeident t«» Chief Clerk I.nkeiian.
Mr. A. Y. Lakenan, chief clerk of the

District engineer department, fell on the
ice near his home in South Washingtonlast evening, breaking his right arm at thewrist.

To Extend Howard Avenue.
In the Senate today Mr. Hansbrough in¬

troduced a bill providing for the extension
of Howard avenue through Chapin Brown'ssubdivision of Mt. Pleasant by condemna¬tion proceeding#

French National Assembly W.I] Meet
Tomorrow Afternoon.

SUCCESSOR TO PRESIDENT FAURE
.

Mm. Loubet and Mcline Have Both.
Been Nominated.

FRANCE FACES A CRISigi

Paris. Ftlir.i> it Th. prenlar.
Dupuy, has flx..| the in.. ting «.i th.- na¬
tional assembly ai l o'clock tomorrow
afternoon at Versailles to vote for pres.
Ident of France «o sue..,.] the lule l'res-
ident Faure.
The body of the late ->r. -id. nt will li. |ii

state at the palace from oYIo. k until t>
o'clock this afternoon. Only the ministers,
numbers of the diplomatic corpj" and hlt!i
|iul.,ic functionaries will 1 m¦ allow u to \ i« w
the remains. J5ut the public will 1.. ad*
mfttod to the palace from t» o'clo- k on Sat.
unlay morning until ti o'clock on V:i.. \-
evening.
The ohs. qttl. s will take plac- n- xt Thnrs.

day in th.- rath.-dial of KMn l»a»n-. .i 1
th. interment will oeeur in the n.et. i.v t»f
Pcre I-aehalse.

Til. minlst.r of foreign |Mt% M. M>
casse. telegraphed i.i>t night to the for. it a
sov.r. igns Informing th. m of :h« nth of
Pi . si.I. nt Faui .-.

Bx-Prrain MeMite says tli.it President
Faure himself informed him In . ha.I
been suffering from h--art tro >:.!. |.if ;i,
long time past, and tl at it was i-in hliti
cruel pain.

*n liX-l'rrald^Ht'ii CMilulmrr.
W. <'asimit -IVirier, th - form.-r pr.-si.lent

of France, learned the news of th.- !. a:li
of SI. Faure nt midnight. and expr .. J
pi found grief. He will call today .. the
Elys-ee Palace an I pr-> lit his eondoleu. s
to Madame and Mademoiselle Faure.

I>r. I-:>nne-Ixnsiie. one of th.- physicians
who attended the late president, in an in«
t i\i-w today In th. Keho de Parte, s,-i*.^s
tlat wh-n h.- ent.-r. 1 the room M. Fault
was already cons -lous of the s-ri .HISTV SS ot
his coiKlition, and said: "I am v. r\ sick."
Continuing, 1'r. Lantic-I.ongu. Is iotr"T

as saying: "As matter of fact. fr..m tin
iitst there was no hope of sav. ¦ him.
Aii.xia supervened almost imin«*di.. tclv, an t
was follow.-d l.y p-lralysls ,,1 th,. I,,,'
r li.ally th.- pati-*nt fell into a state of ab-
so.ute coma and die I at 1" 'lo ., .-I k. Hoi
v as unalile to sp ak during his last mo'*
m.-nts.
"To sum up. it was a sudd, n attack and

from the tirst all efforts to say. hint w.-r«
u.sel-ss. Th.- prertd. ni had n..t . xi j. need
any premonitory symptoms, ai.d . nlv had
a slight loss of at>p.-iit *, whk-li . ¦ >ii -1 not
oause alarm. I was mm* surpris -d to sec
htm thus stricken down. He had n
dergon.- recently any official fat Is u- Hut
the Fashoda afTair cr.atly disturbed him.
and the Dreyfus matter also cmi*. t,lnl
r-ai grief. He wa> very anxious alxmt -i,,
home and foreign situation of Fran

i <in.it.ent of I he Moraine Paper*.
All the morning now-j.apers contain com¬

ments upon the sudden d.uh of President
Faure last night. Th.se comment.-- are ap-
purtntly dictate! rather by c«ch p.ti ticular
Journal's peculiar views of the political
situation than l.y any other consideration
Few of them lind lime to dwell uj ..n the
lxst points of the character of th« i«to
president, l.ut many of them do t : hffl-
tate to call attention to his wcakn. --is.

rhc Kcho de Paris, In the course ,.f an
eulopistie obituary, points out t!;it wh.l«-
frcsidctM ran'i lov. of wnmny ^t
smi.-s, his attitude was alwaya
tlonal. It adds: The French' p. « ,.|
render to tin- -i.-ad chief of stat. ., tribute
Of h .mage and respect, and will . xpt. -s
sincere r.-KTy-ts at his tomh "

Th. Journal savs: "The Judgm t, w.;i ka
lienor t<> his memory.' "

The (>'iul*>!s says: '-Those who knew \1
Faure will mourn hitn. He wa- worthv
man. obliRitiK anil charitahie. it ^ .s
small surprise for l-:uro|>e to s. Mis !..r-
mer workman hear himself at th. in f
l.ussia as If he had always ll\. J u :lio
steps of a throne."
The Kclalr pays liomaffe to the d.-. se.l

]ir. .-id-nt w ho. it asserts, "was always
solutely corr.rt and remained wnhia the
strict limits assigrin-^l to him by th< - i-
tutlon."
1'he Radical reproaches the late , sid. nt

with not being: a pincer-1 republn m.
The Gil ltlas says: "Fortune m s faith¬

ful to him and will assure liim th. r. Ki. -s
of the masses.''

Sleele'l. \dverae Crltiei^...
President Faure, according to th Si. .-la.

"represented the laboring dew.- .-ra< v and
unfortunately failed to understand the
greatness of the task which f.|| to him.
He only regarded the presiden. \ tl,e
means of making display."
The Petit Journal believes the j ..-ident

succumbed to the "weight of ti ,i ,..r.

rows and responsibilities tOMBpai :

lamentable crisis w. are trav. rsmt
The Ivt it Parisi. n lieli. ves that t'. d's o-

pearancc of JI. Faure will Ik* all ... nioie
ru.-iiy i. u "as it win oMapHeatc i rituai

Lion already dirticult."
Tho Petite Kepublique savs: li, ,n,|

much harm. Though he did not bc.-i.mc in¬
tentionally reactionary l.y egotlsit ..

iflais.in.c to ail the retrograde lomg (|M
was one of those who brought th« tcpubi ,-

to this dangerous crisis."
Tile Matin says- "If fortune, success and

;randeur affected him to tho point ,-f to:ik-
:tig him forget his old friends, the fault
was due more to others than to himself.
I his sudueii end. in destroying the -uc.-«*»
.fl'aces the miserable details."
The Intranslgeant accuses Preside! ( Faur«

)f allow iTi« his head to be turned bv prid.
.ays it considers the election of his succ. s-
ior to be a life and death qu. stion for
?rance, and adds: "It Is Import.ml ab. \ e
ill that his successor should be a sincere
¦atnot, free from all blemish of Dreyfus-
8m.
The Figaro attributes the death of Pi, M-

lent Faute to violently sudden angina |.tx-
orls (neuralgia of the licart).
Kepublienns Nominate M. Melliie.
PARIS. February 17..At a meeting of
Ighty progressist rei>ublleans today tho
andidature of M. Mellne, the former
iremier, as a successor of the lute Pcesi-
lent Faure, was adopted.
The chamber of deputies met at o'clock
his afternoon. The hall was cro-- ... M
Vschanel. who presided, read Premier
)upuy's letter announcing the d.-atli of
'resident Faure. and pronounced , alogv

l
ohi,*f IRagistrat. li, .i-

«"m'n renchmen to unlt« aro id i,is

M bcechanel then read a letter from the
resident of the senate, M. U»ul» i an-
ounclng that the national ass« mbi, would
leet at \ anailles tomorrow, ii >¦ ;ls thm
loved that the house adjourn as u.k.
f mourning. This was agreed to and the
ei ones dispersed.
All the sovereigns have nent cor, o| -|... s
n the death of 1 'resident Faure.
This city and the provinces are calm.
Besides the public buildings, man j.Mvare
oiises display flags nt half mast.
Emi"-r°r William of Germany h.- tI»-
raphed his condolences with \l ,rm
aure and has directed the Oem r>-
assador here, Count Von Munste -i r,

«f ,.1PUce 14 rvrRath on the p.tillm today ai,j t0 announce Uiu, hu


